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October 1, 2012 

E-Mail 

Corbin R. Davis 

Clerk 

Michigan Supreme Court 

P.O. Box 30052 

Lansing, MI  48909 

MSC_clerk@courts.mi.gov 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

Re:  ADM File No. 2011-14 

 

As counsel for the Michigan Court Officers and Deputy Sheriffs Association ("MCODSA"), I provide 

this response to the Proposed Amendment of Rule 2.105(I)(2) and request further consideration of Rule 

2.105(I).   

The proposed revision, partially defining "diligent inquiry" to "include online search if the moving party 

has reasonable access to the Internet" is not supported by MCODSA.  We acknowledge that the 

proposed amendment only requires an Internet search when the "present address" is "unknown," and 

therefore should affect requests for alternate service by publication only.  However, we anticipate that 

specifically referencing and requiring an Internet search for any purpose will elevate the status of that 

type of inquiry over all other court officer inquiry, and in doing so will lead some judges to require an 

Internet search to determine the sufficiency of personal service attempts or the reliability of an address 

identified by the court officer as a current address where other forms of inquiry may be more reliable 

and should be sufficient.  

The concern expressed above arises from years of experience, on the part of MCODSA board members 

and the below signed individual as a practicing attorney, in seeking alternate service.  We struggle to 



 
 

Corbin R. Davis  

October 1, 2012 

Page 2 

 

efficiently accomplish service where judges employ vastly different standards, some of which diverge 

from the wording of MCR 2.105(I)(2), when addressing the adequacy of the attempts at personal service 

and sufficiency of efforts made to identify a current address.  We respectfully request that the wording 

of the entire subsection (I) be examined, rather than adding one explicit requirement for the limited 

purpose of addressing what we believe to be the rare request for service by publication only. 

Sincerely, 

FOSTER SWIFT COLLINS & SMITH PC 
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